When Movies Play It for Real

At Astoria museum, students focus on the dramas behind some acclaimed documentaries

By Marc FERRIS
RUTH may not be stranger than
fiction, but it ean be as entertain-
ing. Just ask the students in Jen-
nifer Saunders’ media studies
lass at Manhattan's High School
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“Everything in life is difficult, you
have to work for it,” said Cynthia Can-
dia, a junior from Flushing. “If you're
going to write a novel, right, you're not
Just going to write it and send it in;
you have to go over it and correct it.”

That attitude meshes with Saunders’
teachings. “All of my students are very
talented, and they’re idealistic,” she
said. “They think they can do it, and I

encourage them to think they can. It’s
just a matter of locking their minds on
it. I want them to set up a business and
learn to cut deals and negotiate. To me,
it’s just as important as knowing how
to put a piece together. There are oppor-
tunities once they get that camera in
their hands because everybody needs
something documented.”

- Whether or not Saunders’ students
become professional filmmakers, they
have learned valuable lessons. “We’ve
gotten used to outside pressure,” Can-
dia said. “If we think beyond the class-
room, people expect more from you
and you get used to that after a while.
Even if you don’t go into film media, if
you want to be a surgeon or some-
thing, we’re used to professional stan-
dards.”

“Knowledge without action is filed
and forgotten,” said Saunders, who
wants her students to develop a social
consciousness along with their busi-
ness skills. “The main lesson is using
the medium to shape and inform in a
way where people can be uplifted and
connected so that they can change
themselves and their communities.”

For Thacker, the goals are more mod-
est:

“These kids will probably never for-
get this experience. Face to face meet-
ings with professionals are inspiring,
so if one student says ‘wow, I could do
that,’ or ‘this is something I could be in-
terested in,’ it will have been worth it
to steer somebody in a direction they
hadn’t really thought about before.” ®




